JANUARY 6, 2010

     A special meeting of the Madrid Town Board was called to order at 6:00 pm in the Town Office to audit the town financial records for 2009.

     Members present: Supervisor Joseph Finnegan, David Fisher, Tony Cooper, Tim Thisse, Kevin Finnegan, Highway Supt. William Barkley Jr. and Judy Hargrave – Town Clerk.

     Also present: Brian Burke, Amy Chester, Gary Hartson, Terry Pike, Tammy Hawkins, Jeff Gilson, Alan Finnegan and Sherry Delosh.

     The Town board audited the financial records for the Town Clerk and the Town Justice accounts for the year 2009.

     Special meeting was adjourned at 6:15 pm.

     A regular meeting of the Madrid Town Board was called to order at 6:15 pm in the Town Office.

     Public Comment: Tammy Hawkins wondered if it would be possible to plant a small tree in the square. The Board doesn’t have an issue with it as long as the County gives their approval.

     Tammy reported that the Bluegrass Festival was awarded a $3950.00 grant from the St. Lawrence County Arts Council, which will be awarded on January 23 at 10:30 at the Arts Council in Potsdam.

     Tammy also stated that she doesn’t like the idea of a four way stop at the intersection of State Highway 310 and 345, she feels it will be dangerous. Discussion followed about this subject.

     Kevin Finnegan made a motion, second by Tony Cooper to have the Supervisor send another letter to the State DOT requesting a traffic control device or the installation of “rumble strips” at the intersection instead of a four way stop. All were in favor.

     Alan Finnegan suggested contacting Congressman Owens Office regarding the dam and to mention the hydro aspect to his office. Kevin will get an email address so the information regarding the dam can be sent to Congressman Owens office.

     Tony Cooper made a motion, second by David Fisher stating that the Board had received a copy of the monthly report.

     The Board reviewed the monthly bills. David Fisher made a motion, second by Kevin Finnegan to pay the monthly bills. General #1-27 in the amount of $6,676.18, Highway #1-9 for $6,273.87, Water #1-11 for $2,223.55, Sewer #1-4 for $2,007.33 and Light #1 for $1,257.15. All were in favor.

      Communications: Amy J. Moulton presented an engagement letter outlining a  proposal for accounting services for 2010. Monthly review and reporting $1200.00, Incorporate Annual Budget $200.00, Annual Comptroller report $500.00, all payroll functions except reporting $3,000.00 and payroll reporting $500.00 for a total of $5,400.00. David Fisher made a motion to accept and to authorize the Supervisor to sign the proposal for accounting and payroll services at a price of $5,400.00, second by Tim Thisse. All were in favor.

     Time Warner Cable sent a letter notifying the Town of a rate change.

     St. Lawrence County sent a letter regarding improved IT Service for local governments, Laura Perry chairs this committee. Joe will look into wireless Internet and a server for the Town.

     The Supervisor sent Brain Hammond a letter requesting a meeting to clarify some parts of the labor agreement with the highway crew.

     Bill Barkley Jr.: Truck #20 has a cracked frame and needs to be repaired. The Simplex system needs to be inspected. Bill and the highway crew will work on a wish list for equipment. 

     Bill had two quotes on a brush hog, 1) Curtis estimate of $14,400, 2) Waldroff ‘s estimate of $13,500 for a 10’ flex wing brush hog. The Board also discussed leasing or purchasing a tractor. David, Kevin and Bill will look at a used tractor that they found for sale.

     Bill will get prices on a loss of phase and under voltage protection units for the submersible pump controllers located at the water treatment plant.

     Old Business: There was no update on the sewer project.

     There is an AMP meeting on January 14th, Tony Cooper will be attending this meeting.

      New Business: Jeff Gilson gave the annual building permit report.

     Appointments for 2010:

     David Fisher made a motion, second by Kevin Finnegan to set mileage at $.45 per mile for use of personal vehicles for official town business. All were in favor.

     Tony Cooper made a motion, second by Kevin Finnegan to designate the Watertown Daily Times and the Ogdensburg Journal as official newspapers for the Town of Madrid for 2010. All were in favor.

     Tim Thisse made a motion, second by David Fisher to designate the Madrid Community Bank NA as the depository for town money. All were in favor.

     Kevin Finnegan made a motion, second by Tony Cooper to hold the regular town board meetings on the second Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. All were in favor.

          Timothy Thisse made a motion, second by Tony Cooper to appoint Sara Schulz and Carrie Rutherford as co-town historians for 2010 with a salary of $175 each. All were in favor.

          Kevin Finnegan made a motion, second by Timothy Thisse to authorize the Supervisor to use the short form for the Supervisor’s annual report to the newspaper. All were in favor.

     The Supervisor appointed himself budget officer for 2010.

     David Fisher made a motion, second by Kevin Finnegan to set the Senior Citizen Exemption at $20,000 with a sliding scale to 20%. All were in favor.

     Tim Thisse made a motion, second by Tony Cooper to appoint James Pipher Sr. as Dog Control Officer with a salary of $4,100.00. All were in favor.

     Tony Cooper made a motion, second by Kevin Finnegan to appoint Dr. Adam Jarrett as the Health Officer for a four-year term with a yearly salary of $500.00. All were in favor.

          David Fisher made a motion, second by Kevin Finnegan to appoint Lloyd Grandy II as Town Attorney for 2010 with a salary of $3,100.00. All were in favor.

      Kevin Finnegan made a motion, second by Tim Thisse to appoint Judy Hargrave as the Registrar of Vital Statistics for 2010 with a salary of $1,350.00. All were in favor.

     The Supervisor appointed the following committees: Tony Cooper and Joseph Finnegan to the Planning Board, David Fisher and Kevin Finnegan to the Insurance committee, David Fisher and Kevin Finnegan to the Highway Committee, Timothy Thisse and Tony Cooper to the Recreation Committee, Tony Cooper and Joseph Finnegan to the Personnel Committee, Timothy Thisse and Joseph Finnegan to the Water & Sewer Committee, Tony Cooper and Joseph Finnegan to the Library Committee, David Fisher and Tim Thisse to the Fire & Rescue Committee and Dam Alan Finnegan, Tim Thisse and Kevin Finnegan to the Dam Rehabilitation Project Committee.

     Tony Cooper made a motion, second by Kevin Finnegan to appoint Lori MacIntosh as the water & sewer billing clerk with a salary of $2200.00. All were in favor. Tony Cooper made a motion, second by Tim Thisse to appoint Judy Hargrave as the collector for water and sewer with a salary of $2200.00. All were in favor.

     Tony Cooper made a motion, second by Kevin Finnegan to appoint Jeff Gilson as the Code Enforcement Officer with a salary of  $9,000.00. All were in favor. 

          The Supervisor appointed Linda Newtown as Account Clerk, part time, with a salary of $7,713.00.

      Tim Thisse made a motion, second by Kevin Finnegan to authorize the Highway Supt. to exchange work and equipment with any highway department that has signed an intermunicipal agreement. All were in favor.

     Tony Cooper made a motion, second by David Fisher to appoint William Barkley Jr as the Water and Sewer Superintendent with a salary of $2,500.00 and an additional $2,500.00 to be paid after he successfully completes the water school. A roll call vote was taken with the results as follows: David Fisher voted Aye, Tony Cooper voted Aye, Tim Thisse – No, Kevin Finnegan No and Joseph Finnegan voted Aye. The motion was duly passed.     Tim Thisse made a motion, second by David Fisher to limit the Highway Supt to an expenditure of $2,999.99 without Board approval. All were in favor.

     Tony Cooper made a motion, second by Kevin Finnegan to authorize the Supervisor to sign a contract with the Madrid Rescue Squad for ambulance service for 2010 at the price of $20,000.00. All were in favor.

     Tim Thisse made a motion, second by Tony Cooper to authorize the Highway Supt and the Code Enforcement Officer to attend schools and conferences. All were in favor.

          Tony Cooper made a motion, second by Tim Thisse to adopt the salary schedule as set up in the 2010 budget to pay the Town Officers: all were in favor. Salaries are as follows:

      Supervisor                                                  $10,600.00

      Town Clerk                                                $23,816.00

      Town Justice                                              $15,123.00

      Town Council (each)                                  $ 2,500.00

      Highway Supt                                             $38,500.00

      Health Officer                                             $ 500.00

      Registrar of Vital Statistics                          $ 1,350.00

      Historian   (each)                                        $ 175.00

      Town Attorney                                           $ 3,100.00

      Assessor                                                    $12,500.00

      The Town Clerk appointed Linda Newtown and Lori MacIntosh as Deputy Clerks to be paid $9.50 per hour.

     The Highway Superintendent appointed Thomas Rutherford as Deputy Highway Superintendent

     David Fisher made a motion, second by Kevin Finnegan to appoint Thomas Rutherford as the Deputy Water & Sewer Supt. with a salary of $500.00. All were in favor.

     The Town Supervisor appointed David Fisher as Deputy Town Supervisor.

     David Fisher made a motion, second by Tim Thisse to appoint Lori MacIntosh as Court Clerk at a salary of $10,550.00. All were in favor.

     The Board discussed who will have the responsibility to verify the hours claimed for the workers at the skating rink, Tim Thisse will be reviewing the timesheets and signing them. David Fisher will contact Waldroff Equipment regarding a lease agreement with Waldroff for equipment being used at the stating rink. The Supervisor will discuss the issue with the Town Attorney and report back to the board.

     Kevin Finnegan made a motion, second by Tony Cooper to approve the minutes of the previous meeting. All were in favor.

     Tim Thisse made a motion, second by Tony Cooper to adjourn the meeting at 6:15 pm. All were in favor.

     Tony Cooper suggested putting a link on the Town’s website that will lead to the Madrid Fire and Rescue joint Building committee updates and some common questions and answers.

     Tim Thisse made a motion, second by Tony Cooper to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 pm. All were in favor.

     Meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm.

____________________

Judy Hargrave, Town Clerk

