FEBRUARY 10, 2010

     A regular meeting of the Madrid Town Board was called to order at 6:30 pm in the Town Office.

     Members present: Supervisor Joseph Finnegan, Kevin Finnegan, Tony Cooper, David Fisher, Tim Thisse, Bill Barkley Jr. – Highway Superintendent and Judy Hargrave – Town Clerk.

     Also present: Lloyd Grandy II, Aaron Jarvis, Mark Watson, Tedra Cobb, Jeff Gilson, Charles Grant, Garry Wells, Dan McGrath, Alan Finnegan, Larry Dutton, Tom Dutton, Dale Fockler and Kevin Acres.

     Public Comment: Aaron Jarvis gave the board an update on the sewer project. He stated that that the plans and specifications have been submitted to the DEC and EFC. He is looking into possible grant money that is leftover from the stimulus program.

     Tedra Cobb gave an update on the County financial status. There is probably going to be an approximate $8 million shortfall in the County budget this year.

     Charlie Grant stated that the Madrid fire and rescue joint building committee have received 110 responses to the letter they sent out asking if people were interested in building a new joint fire and rescue building. 85% are in favor of the committee proceeding with the project. The committee is looking at possible grants and funding options. They would like to try and market the current properties owned by the fire and rescue departments and possibly build the new building behind the Town office/garage.

      Kevin Acres stated that he is not in favor of raising the sales tax.

     Jeff Gilson reported that the annual report for building permits has been filed and there was only one building permit application filed in January. Tim Thisse asked the status of the old Watson garage site. Jeff has been in contact with owner regarding this property.

     Dan McGrath reported that the Planning board was interested in preparing a Community Development Plan for the Town of Madrid. This plan could potentially help the Town receive grant money. Dan explained that it could possibly take a couple of years to develop plan and he would like the board to consider this and to ask the County Planning Board for their assistance in this matter. The County charges $250 for their assistance.

     Kim Bisonette suggested the board consider a capital improvement exemption, as that would help people with their taxes and encourage homeowners and landowners to proceed with improvements to their properties.

     David Fisher made a motion, second by Tony Cooper to start the process of a Community Development Plan with the help of the County Planning Board and to designate the Madrid Planning Board as the lead agency. All were in favor.

     David Fisher made a motion, second by Kevin Finnegan to approve purchasing Microsoft Office Home and Student 2007 software for the Planning Board computer at a price of $105.00 plus shipping. All were in favor.

      Alan Finnegan reported that Congressmen Owens and State Senator Aubertine’s offices have received the information regarding the rehabilitation of the dam.

     Tom Dutton asked the Board if the Madrid Golf Course could be considered non-taxable as they are a not for profit organization. The Assessor stated that they would need to apply for an exemption and then he would determine if they met the qualifications.

     David Fisher made a motion, second by Tony Cooper stating that the Board had received a copy of the monthly report. All were in favor.

     The Board reviewed the monthly bills. Tony Cooper made a motion, second by Kevin Finnegan to approve paying the monthly bills. General #28-60 in the amount of $28,873.22, Highway #10-33 in the amount of $16,998.33, Water #12-21 in the amount of $2,442.66, Sewer #5-8 in the amount of $1,903.30 and Light District #2 in the amount of $1,453.40. All were in favor.

     Communications: The Town received the quarterly sales tax check from the County in the amount of $61,112.87.

     The County sent a hold harmless contract for the Town to review and sign. The Town Attorney reviewed the Hold Harmless and had no objections to it.

     Kevin Finnegan made a motion, second by Tony Cooper to authorize the Supervisor to sign the Hold Harmless agreement with the County. A copy is on file with the Town Clerk. All were favor.

     The Board discussed taking Chet Tyndall off of the Town credit card and adding William Barkley Jr. to the account. David Fisher made a motion, second by Tony Cooper to take Chet Tyndall off the credit card account and add William Barkley Jr., with a credit limit of $2,500.00. All were in favor.

     Kevin Finnegan made a motion, second by Tim Thisse to authorize the Supervisor to sign an agreement with Bridge Port Vet Clinic for dog pound/shelter services for 2010 with the fee being $15 per day for boarding and keep and $50 for euthanasia and burial. All were in favor.

     The City of Ogdensburg asked for the Town’s support for the non-closure of the Ogdensburg Correctional Facility.  Tim Thisse made a motion, second by Kevin Finnegan to support the non-closure of the Ogdensburg Correctional Facility.

WHEREAS, Governor Patterson’s proposed 2010-2011 State Budget eliminates funding for the medium security Ogdensburg Correctional Facility, which would force the New York State Department of Corrections to close the facility; and

WHEREAS, this medium security prison was welcomed in Ogdensburg in 1982, at a time when other municipalities in New York State did not want a prison; and

WHEREAS, the Ogdensburg Correctional Facility has provided employment to residents of the City of Ogdensburg and St. Lawrence County for the past 28 years, and has provided valuable manual labor through work programs to the City of Ogdensburg and other not for profit organizations in the greater Ogdensburg community; and

WHEREAS, the closing of the Ogdensburg Correctional Facility will result in the loss of more than 287 jobs at the facility, many held by Ogdensburg residents, and will result in untold job losses at businesses that support the facility and businesses that serve the employees of the facility; and

WHEREAS, the unemployment rate in St. Lawrence County is one of the highest of New York State’s 62 counties, and

WHEREAS, the median income of residents in St. Lawrence County is one of the lowest of New York State’s 62 counties;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Madrid strongly opposes the closing of the Ogdensburg Correctional Facility, and urges Governor Paterson and the State Legislature to provide the necessary funding to keep the Ogdensburg Correctional Facility open.

AND, FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Commissioner of Corrections Brian Fischer, Governor David Paterson, Senator Malcolm Smith, Senator Darrell J. Aubertine, Senator Hugh T. Farley, Senator Joe Griffo, Assemblyman James Tedisco, Assemblywoman Addie J. Russell, Assemblywoman Dede Scozzafava, Assemblywoman Teresa R. Sayward and Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver

     Roll Call vote as follows: Tony Cooper – Aye, Kevin Finnegan – Aye, Tim Thisse – Aye, David Fisher – No and Joseph Finnegan – Aye.  The motion was duly passed.

     Sherry Delosh provided the board a copy of an incident/injury report form that the Youth commission uses when there is an injury.

     The Supervisor asked the Town attorney to check and see what he could find out about the status of the Miller’s Market property. Are there tax liens, DEC liens, etc.? Lloyd Grandy thought that Aaron Jarvis could check with the DEC to see what they have for information on the property.

     David Fisher made a motion, second by Tim Thisse to authorize the Supervisor to sign an agreement with Rose & Kiernan Insurance Company for the Town’s insurance coverage for 2010. All were in favor.

     Ray Wilson from Rose & Kiernan talked to the Supervisor about establishing a reserve fund for small insurance claims. Ray will also check on workers compensation policies.

     Bill Barkley Jr.: SimplexGrinnell serviced the alarms systems at the Community Building and the Town Office.

    Bill reported that the water main break on Bridge Street flooded Ray Castaldo’s garage.

     Bill received quotes on the loss of phase and undervoltage protection units for the water plant.

1.) Craig Debien’s quote was $775

2.) David McGregor’s quote was $1395

     David Fisher will contact a third person for a quote.

     Bill presented a proposal from Route 11 Plumbing to install four magnetic fluid treatment, which when installed on the natural gas lines make the furnace run more efficiently.

     Kevin Finnegan made a motion, second by Tim Thisse to install the magnetic fluid treatment at a cost of $1,142.95. All were in favor.

     The board discussed having the water tower inspected. Robotic Observation Ventures will do this for $2,345.00 and an additional $450 for a licensed engineer seal on the report. This was tabled.

     The board discussed purchasing a tractor and a brushhog with no decision being made at this time.

     The highway committee will talk to the Town of Waddington to see if there is any interest in shared services for mowing roadsides or purchasing equipment to mow the roadsides.

     The highway department is working on an inventory list.

     David Fisher made a motion, second by Kevin Finnegan to sign the agreement to spend highway funds for 2010.  All were in favor.

     Old Business: 

     New Business: Tim Thisse suggested raising the water and sewer rates. The water and sewer committee will meet and report back next month.

     David Fisher made a motion, second by Kevin Finnegan to appoint Lawrence LaMere to the Board of Assessment Review for a five-year term. All were in favor.

     Joe Finnegan ordered federal grant books  and would like the boards approval to keep them at a cost of $437.10. David Fisher made a motion, second by Tim Thisse to purchase the federal grant books for $437.10. All were in favor.

     The Supervisor asked the personnel and insurance committees to review the employee handbook with the goal of updating the document as needed and to insure that it is in compliance with all labor regulations and the provisions of the highway employee’s contract with the Teamsters Local 687.

     Kevin Finnegan made a motion, second by David Fisher to have the Arborist do an inspection of the trees in the park and issue a report with recommendations for trimming and/or removal of any danger trees. All were in favor.

     Tony Cooper made a motion, second by David Fisher to approve the minutes of the previous meeting with the correction of the spelling of Brian Hammonds name. All were in favor.

     The Supervisor and Highway Supt. met with the highway crew regarding compensatory time and other contractual issues. It was agreed that all compensatory time will be used in the calendar year in which it is earned or be paid at the applicable rate in the last pay period of the year in which it is earned and will not be carried over year to year.

     Tony Cooper made a motion, second by Kevin Finnegan to adjourn. All were in favor.

     Meeting was adjourned at 9:10 pm.

_______________________

Judy Hargrave, Town Clerk

